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of the general land office headed a subscription paper with $10.00, and
the clerks were expected to subscribe 2 per cent of their salaries. Also
the state societies of officeholders in Washington, those from Indiana
for instance, contributed to aid Pennsylvania.
Despite this outside aid things were in confusion in the party's Key-
stone ranks. Nothing went right. American candidates were dividing
the opposition in only two districts, and they not very effectively, while
the Douglas-Forney Democrats were splitting the Democracy in three
districts by running their own candidates. Workers in the coal and iron
counties were disaffected. Worse, the Catholic vote in Philadelphia was
developing sympathies for Douglas because, it was reported, of his
wife's religion and his own generous contributions to her church in
Washington,7 Forney was in great form. He even went to help the
anti-Lecompton Congressman Haskin of New York State, who was
being purged. At Tarrytown he made a telling speech against Buchanan
which was widely printed. Could the party in Pennsylvania be worse
demoralized?
Ill
Hardly second to Pennsylvania in importance was New York State,
where the Democrats had twelve of the thirty-three Congressmen. Most
of them came from the cities. New York and Brooklyn and their sub-
urbs, Albany and Buffalo. Only one Democrat represented a predomi-
nantly rural district, while eight were definitely connected with New
York City. Metropolitan politics was the crux of the unhappy situation.
New York City was more and more apart from the rest of the state,
and the predicament of its machine was taking it out of the national
Democracy in everything but name.
The city machine continued to be torn by rivalries of individuals and
factions in which the erstwhile mayor, Fernando Wood, and his organi-
zation figured disastrously. Wood's alliance with the collector, Augustus
Schell, made at the time of the federal appointments in 1857, had not
impressed the party generally. Postmaster Fowler with George N.
Sanders, District Attorney McKeon and two of the city Congressmen,
Sickles and Cochrane, had taken control of the Tammany organiza-